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Presentation Overview
• Overview of AAN Advocacy Approach 

• Key Policy Developments

• 2022 Elections Update 

• How to Get Involved

• Ask questions throughout!
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AAN Approach to Advocacy 

Anticipate
Anticipate changes 
in health care 
delivery systems

Influence

Influence the 
legislative and 

regulatory 
process, decisions, 

and structures

Engage

Engage AAN 
members & patient 
groups to become 
partners in the 
process
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Tactics for Influence Policy

Position 
Statements

AAN Comment 
Letters

Sign‐on Letters

Coalitions Partnerships Grassroots

BrainPAC Relationships
Public 

Relations/Social 
Media
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Maximize Effort
Health Care 

Policy

Important to 
Medicine

Important to 
Neurology

AAN Can 
Influence 
Outcome
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Health Policy Process

Ideas & Requests

Needs of AAN 
Members & Neurology 

Patients

Advocacy 
Committee 

Holistic AAN 
Advocacy 
Strategy
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Advocacy Committee
• Defines strategic direction to achieve 

the AAN’s health policy goals at all 
levels of government

• Seeks to maximize AAN’s impact
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Advocacy 
Committee

Health Policy 
Subcommittee

Advocacy 
Engagement 
Subcommittee

BrainPAC 
Executive 
Committee

AAN 
Delegation to 
AMA House of 
Delegates
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Washington Office
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State Legislative Advocacy 
• On average, 109,000 bills are introduced in 

state legislatures every year 

• AAN Bill Tracker – Powered by Quorum 

• Issue Portfolio 

• Scope of Practice
• Telemedicine 
• Opportune 

• Patient Disease Registries  

• Tactics

• State Medical Society
• State Neurosociety 
• AMA Scope Coalition 

© 2022 American Academy of Neurology

Effective Advocacy  

Medical 
Society 

Neurological 
Society 

AAN 
Advocacy

Neurology Patient Advocacy 
• Patient Advocacy Groups have robust 

grassroots organizations
 Hold fly-in Advocacy days like NOH

 Large list of seasoned patient advocates 

• Strong Relationship with AAN 
 Built over years of collaboration on the State 

and Federal levels

• Quarterly Zoom Meetings
 Annual roundtable in Washington DC

© 2022 American Academy of Neurology

Roundtable in Washington DC

Key Policy Developments
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Recent Key Developments
• Inflation Reduction Act

• Telehealth Passes the House

• Prior Authorization Reform Clears House Committee

• Medicare Payment Cliff (again)

• Government Funding

• CY23 Physician Fee Schedule

© 2022 American Academy of Neurology
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Inflation Reduction Act
• For the first time, allow the US government to negotiate drug prices 

under Medicare Parts B and D

• Lower Part D out-of-pocket costs to a maximum of $2,000 annually for 
Medicare beneficiaries

• Limit future increases in the cost of Medicare medications to the rate of 
inflation

• Extend temporary subsidies for the Affordable Care Act health care 
exchanges for three years, making coverage significantly more 
affordable for many

© 2022 American Academy of Neurology
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H.R. 4040 Passes the House
• Extends telehealth flexibilities in Medicare until end of 2024

• Pending in the Senate

• Everyone agrees telehealth shouldn’t go away, but cost is a barrier

• Audio-only extension is included in this version

© 2022 American Academy of Neurology
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H.R. 3107 Passed the House
Ways and Means Committee
• Streamlines the prior authorization (PA) process in Medicare 

Advantage (MA) and increases transparency by:

Establishing an electronic prior authorization (ePA) program

Establishing a list of items and services eligible for real-time 
decisions

Standardizing and streamlining the process for routinely approved 
services

Ensuring requests are reviewed by qualified medical personnel

Protecting beneficiaries from any disruptions in care
© 2022 American Academy of Neurology

Slide 17

Medicare Payment Cliff
• Short term fix is again needed to avoid substantial cut to Medicare 

payments

• Caused by multiple factors, including: 
Expiring relief (3%)

PAYGO (4%)

Budget Neutrality (1.55%)

Plus no inflation adjustment

© 2022 American Academy of Neurology
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Government Funding
• Both chambers have released appropriations packages

• No agreed topline number in either chamber

• Likely Continuing Resolution through the end of the calendar year, with 
a final budget anticipated by the beginning of 2023

© 2022 American Academy of Neurology
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Government Funding

© 2022 American Academy of Neurology

FY 2022 Enacted AAN Requested 
for FY23

FY23 House Discrepancy 
(House)

FY23 Senate Discrepancy 
(Senate)

NIH $45 billion $49 billion 
(+$4.1b)

$47.5 billion ‐$1.5 billion $47.959 billion ‐$1.04 billion

NINDS (with 
Innovation 
account)

$2.611 billion $2.882 billion 
(+$179m)

$2.833 billion ‐$49 million $2.768 billion ‐$114 million

BRAIN 
Initiative

$620 million $680 million 
(+$60m)

$620 million
($450m from 
Cures Act)

‐$60 million $700 million +$20 million

VA Medical & 
Prosthetic 
Research

$882 million $980 million 
(+98m)

$926 million ‐$54 million $916 million ‐$64 million

VA NCoE $30.5 million 
(total)

$10m (each) 
Headache/ 
Epilepsy
$2.5m MS
$8m Parkinson’s

$65 million (total)

$25m Headache
$19m Epilepsy
$5m MS
$16m Parkinson’s

Total TBD

$15m Headache
$19m Epilepsy
Parkinson’s & MS 
TBD

TBD Total TBD

TBD Headache
TBD Epilepsy
TBD MS
$12 million 
Parkinson’s

TBD
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AMA’s Characteristics of a Rational Medicare 
Payment System
• Key Principles: 
Ensuring financial stability and predictability

Safeguarding access to high-quality care

Promoting value-based care

• Endorsed by the AAN and 120+ other state/national organizations

• First step is short term fix; next step is structural reforms

© 2022 American Academy of Neurology
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Medicare Physician Fee Schedule
• On July 7, 2022, CMS issued proposed annual updates to payment 

policies for physicians paid under the Medicare Physician Fee 
Schedule (MPFS) in 2023.

• Overall impact on neurology: -1%

• Conversion factor cut of nearly 4.5%

• Comments are due September 6

• The AAN’s comments (40+ pages!) are being finalized and have 
been drafted in consultation with subject matter experts from 
across the AAN

© 2022 American Academy of Neurology
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E/M, Global Packages, and Split Visits
• CMS is proposing to adopt the CPT revisions for the other E/M visit codes 

and in most cases accepted the RUC recommendations

• CMS seeks public comment on strategies to improve the accuracy of 
payment for the global surgical packages in preparation for future 
rulemaking.

• In a significant win for AAN advocacy, CMS is proposing to delay policies 
impacting split (or shared) E/M visits that were set to go into effect on 
January 1, 2023, until January 1, 2024, to allow for further dialogue with 
stakeholders. 

© 2022 American Academy of Neurology
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Telehealth
• 151-day extension of critical telehealth flexibilities in accordance with the 

Consolidated Appropriations Act

Audio Only

Site Restrictions

• Proposals to add services including neurostimulator pulse generator/transmitter and 
emotional/behavior assessment, psychological and neuropsychological testing and 
evaluation services to the Medicare Telehealth List on a Category 3 basis

• Proposal to add a telehealth indicator to publicly available physician and group 
Physician Compare pages.

• Soliciting information on direct supervision requirements
© 2022 American Academy of Neurology
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MIPS Value Pathways
• The rule proposes five new MIPS Value Pathways (MVPs), 2 of which focus on 

neurologic conditions to be made available beginning with the 2023 performance 
year. 

• By adding these 5 MVPs to the 7 finalized last year, CMS is proposing that 
providers will have access to 12 MVPs starting in 2023, 3 of which are available to 
neurologists:
 Newly Proposed: “Optimal Care for Patients with Episodic Neurological Conditions MVP” 

 Newly Proposed: “Supportive Care for Neurodegenerative Conditions MVP”

 “Coordinating Stroke Care to Promote Prevention and Cultivate Positive Outcomes MVP” 

• The AAN actively engaged with CMS during the development process for these 
MVPs and provided the agency with feedback throughout the development process.

© 2022 American Academy of Neurology
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Quality Payment Program
• Statutorily required performance category weights
Quality: 30%, Cost: 30%, Improvement Activities: 15%, Promoting 

Interoperability: 25%

• Annual updates to the performance categories

• Performance threshold held consistent at 75 points

• Elimination of the additional performance threshold for exceptional 
performance

• Request for Information on Alternative Payment Model Incentive 
Payment Structure and Transition to Split Conversion Factor

© 2022 American Academy of Neurology
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2022 Elections Update
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Biden Approval Rating

© 2022 American Academy of Neurology
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Elections Impact on AAN Advocacy
• Nearly all of our issues are bipartisan

• While both are supportive, parties tend to have different focuses 

• Republican House would focus extensively on oversight 

• Extensive planning to educate new Congress
 Introduce AAN

Share our top priorities

Offer our local members as resources

© 2022 American Academy of Neurology
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Katie Britt (R)
• Likely next Senator from Alabama

• Introduce yourself early!!

© 2022 American Academy of Neurology

How to Get Involved
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Neurology on the Hill
• Two-day advocacy event in Washington, DC

 Increase awareness of neurology on 
Capitol Hill

Advocate for top federal issues

Relationship-building opportunity

• 2023 dates are TBD

https://www.aan.com/public-
policy/neurology-on-the-hill/
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Neurology off the Hill
• Opportunity to continue building an ongoing 

relationship with members of Congress and 
their offices 

• Occurs during congressional August recess

• Activities include: 

Meeting at your legislator’s local district 
office
 Hosting your legislator at your practice or 

institution
 Hosting/attending a local political 

fundraiser
 Attending a community event/town hall

Slide 37
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Palatucci Advocacy Leadership Forum

• Attain skills:
 Media Relations: Sharpen your on-camera interview skills, work with reporters, and improve your confidence

 Grassroots Advocacy: Get an inside look at how governments work and how to get results

 Action Planning: Create an effective plan that identifies your issue and resolves the problem

• Competitive Selection Process:
 30 members selected each year 

 Ineligible: students, interns, and senior members

• Worldwide Advocacy Network
 Trained 532 neurologists from 46 states and 17 countries  since 2003

• 2023 dates are TBD

 https://www.aan.com/education/palatucci-advocacy-leadership-forum

© 2021 American Academy of Neurology

Learn how to become an advocacy leader in your clinic, institution, or community
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AAN Action Center
•Key features
No password 

Easy to access URL

Share your story

Comment on 
regulations

Sign a petition 

Automatic phone 
calls
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www.AAN.com/view/ActNow

Capitol Hill Report
• Bi-weekly update on legislative and 

regulatory advocacy for neurology

• Sent via email and available on AAN.com 

Slide 40

What is a PAC?

Slide 41© 2022 American Academy of Neurology
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What is BrainPAC?

Slide 42© 2022 American Academy of Neurology

AAN’s federal political action committee (PAC)

Separate from AAN’s general fund

Only PAC representing all neurologists

Tool to support the AAN's advocacy priorities

What does BrainPAC Do?

Slide 43© 2022 American Academy of Neurology

Contributes to Campaigns

Contributions

Events

Relationships

Better Advocacy

What are we not?

Slide 44© 2022 American Academy of Neurology
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BrainPAC Contributions 
• Voted on by BrainPAC 

Executive Committee

• Determined by a scorecard
Committee Assignments

 Interactions with the AAN

Support of our advocacy issues

Other considerations

• Ensures we use funds wisely

Slide 45© 2022 American Academy of Neurology
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We’re Here to Help!
• Provide guidance or sounding board

• Connect you with lawmakers and other key stakeholders

• If you’re visiting DC, tell us! We’d love to host you at our new 
office.

© 2022 American Academy of Neurology

Questions?
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